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Introduction to Photography Syllabus 

Region 17 Art Department
Mrs. Megan Martin- HK High School 
mmartin@rsd17.org

Welcome to Photography! This syllabus must be signed by a parent/guardian and returned to class for a class work grade.

The purpose of this half-year course is for students to learn the basic principles of traditional black and white photography and to create photographic artworks. Students enrolled in this course will be immersed in traditional black and white photography using 35mm film, and digital photography.  Students will develop multidisciplinary skills through lab work, looking at the work of well-known photographers, practicing art criticism skills and using art vocabulary.  Using the Elements of Art and Principals of Design (i.e. line, shape, balance, movement) students will describe, analyze, interpret and make judgments in their work and in the work of others.  The use of darkroom chemistry and equipment is required in this course.  Students must learn to load film in the darkness of a changing bag and pay close attention to chemical processes for successful development of film and printing of images.  Problem solving skills will be sharpened and patience will be required as students develop their darkroom and digital techniques. Students must consult with teacher regularly to refine the quality of their work and prepare work for display. Material safety will be stressed.  A 35mm film camera (SLR or point & shoot) is helpful but not required.  *

* I recommend students wear clothing that they don’t mind getting dirty on days we will be working in the darkroom, as staining is possible.  Students are welcome to bring aprons from home or old t-shirts to cover up.

Materials and Supplies: 

The following are necessary for success in this class:

1. Acquire:
A. One 3-ring binder for storage of handouts, homework, notes, negative pages and print sleeves. 

B. A one subject ruled notebook for journal assignments for daily reflective writing.  Your binder and ruled notebook are class work grades and will be important tools in keeping your work organized.
2. Students are required to store digital work on the student drive. A folder has been created titled Introduction to Photography 2015-2016. Students will store their photos in a folder titled with their name within the Introduction to Photography folder.
3. Students will be provided with black & white film, chemistry, paper, negative pages and print sleeves, 35mm cameras to be shared with classmates and basic developing & enlarging equipment. *
Helpful:
4. Own digital camera and or 35mm film camera.
5. USB Flash Drive for photo backup
Classroom Expectations: 

General: Students will be given homework and class work assignments.  They may include shooting photographs, written tasks, (i.e. essays, short answer journal entries, PowerPoint presentations.), readings, research, or studying for a quiz or test.  
Handouts and notes will be provided on technical aspects of photography and are expected to be stored for easy student reference during class.
Grading: Students should arrive on time for each class and as a daily warm up, in journals, begin reflecting on the day’s tasks, jotting down ideas for their work or goals for that class or responding to a teacher selected topic.  Journals will be reviewed and scored.  Students will be asked to self–assess or peer-assess some assignments.  

Each quarter grade = 40% of final grade

Final portfolio presentation=20% of final grade

Each quarter grade consists of 8 marks per quarter which are weighted as follows:

Photography Assignments-50%, submission of contact sheets-10%, homework assignments & journals 20%, critique participation & class participation-10%, research-5%, and  creative experimentation-5%

Assignments

Assignments will demonstrate mastery of technical skills and individual creative expression. Through slide presentations and discussions, students will gain familiarity with the critical and theoretical debates surrounding photography in general.
One goal of the course is for students to learn to make and discuss photographic work that has cultural, historical, formal and conceptual attributes. In other words, I will expect each student to generate expressive work, and to explore the intensity of art making. More general goals for students include understanding art making as a practice connected to other disciplines and activities, and experiencing that their work as a group is important to their individual success.

Critiques
Critiques of assignments are important to the progress of each individual in the class, and to the success of the course itself. The critique fosters development of an ability to verbalize visual concepts, and will help you learn to see actively.

Critiques are a time for articulating your ideas and formal decisions, and for discovering how your creative products communicate through larger systems of symbolism, visual associations, memory, metaphor, and the history of knowledge and materials. Participation in critiques will be considered in grades for all assignments.
Photography assignments in this class will be based on your performance in the following areas: 
Serious and creative effort evident in your solution to assignments

Visual and intellectual innovation
1. Formal and aesthetic: visual impact of images, use of composition, attention to
the details of presentation
2. Conceptual: concepts engaging, inventive, development of ideas over the length
of the project, references one or more considerations of the project topic, a sense
of personal vision
Technical accomplishment
1. Knowledgeable use of camera and other photographic equipment
2. Well-developed negatives, and well-made fine prints

Class participation
Participate in class discussions, help others during open lab, offer thoughtful
comments during critiques (on both one's own and others' artwork)

Work ethic
Consistent progress, helpfulness, initiative, ambitious work (nature of project,
quantity of images, overall quality.
Make-up Work: Students may need to make-up work due to illness or exceptional family concerns.  Students must make up work within a reasonable time frame. It is the student's responsibility to find out what assignments were missed.

Extra help

Students are encouraged to seek extra help when necessary after school. Please consult Mrs. Martin.  E-mail is an excellent way for students to communicate questions as well. mmartin@rsd17.org
Student Behavior:  Students are expected to display care, concern, and respect for the teacher and each other in the classroom.  Students are responsible for their learning and will be given consequences should class be interrupted. (i.e. Phone calls to families, teacher  detention or referrals to assistant principals)  Respect for the materials and equipment is of the utmost importance. Students who mistreat classroom property will be asked to pay for replacement equipment.

Computer use: Students will be using our computer lab for the study of photographer’s works and written assignments.  Computers must be used in accordance with Board of Education policies.  Games will not be allowed.  Misuse of computers will result in loss of privileges.  Food must not be consumed at computers or in labs.
Attendance:  Students are expected to be on time for class. Attendance will be recorded daily. 

*Students will be issued a specific amount of film and paper for the term and must make every effort to use their materials and supplies wisely due to the costly nature of our photographic materials.

Region 17 Photo Lab Safety:  Dear Parents & Students, Please read the following, initial, print and sign where appropriate and return to Mrs. Martin. 

Student Name: ____________________________________________    Period______    Grade______

As a student enrolled in Introduction to Photography, I agree to the following rules and expectations regarding safety, care and responsibility for all equipment and supplies. 

1. I agree to utilize PPE (Personal Protection Equipment) Aprons, to protect my clothing while developing film in the classroom. Gloves can be provided to students who need them. ___________student initial

2. I agree to always use PPE, Wooden Tongs, when extracting prints from the chemical trays in the darkroom. I also agree to carry my wet prints in the appropriate plastic trays to prevent the floor from getting wet and slippery. ___________ Student initial 

By not using optional PPE such as Aprons, I accept full responsibility for permanent stains to my clothing. I understand chemicals can cause burns to my skin, especially in irritated areas, and eyes and if such an accident occurs I agree to seek medical care. ___________ Student initial

Aprons cannot be optional due to the fact that chemical burns are possible.  Goggles cannot be optional due to Ct State Statute concerning eye protection.

3. I have been made aware of the danger of the chemicals used in the photographic areas and agree to behave in a safe manner that will not injure myself or anyone else in my proximity. I have been shown the EYE WASH STATION in the darkroom, and have been shown how to use it. (Put your face between the 2 spigots and push down gently on the control. Continue for 15 minutes) I agree to alert the teacher in case of an emergency or chemical contact and the nurse will be notified immediately by the teacher. ____________ Student initial

4. I have been provided with and read a copy of the photography syllabus. I have read the Materials Safety Data Sheets (MSDS) notating first aid measures and understand how to carefully use the chemistry in the darkroom. _____________Student initial 

5. I agree to accept full financial responsibility for all equipment including, but not limited to, cameras, enlargers, darkroom equipment, cutting machines, etc. I understand I will be required to replace or pay for any equipment I am responsible for damaging or losing. ____________ Student initial

6. I understand that school cameras and equipment loaned to me must be returned within 72 hours unless specifically extended by the teacher. All equipment must be signed out in the central sign out book indicating the date, ID number for equipment, period to be returned, signature. If I lose or drop a camera I understand I am financially responsibility for its replacement. Digital & SLR cameras range from $150-$250. ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​________________ Student initial

Failure to follow safety procedures will result in immediate removal from class, parental notification and office referral.

Student Name Printed _______________________________________ 
Student Signature ___________________________________________Date _____________

Parent's Name Printed_________________________________________
Parent's Signature_____________________________________________

Parent’s email/ Telephone Number: ________________________________________________
Region 17
Art Department

Photography Classes

Name of Student______________________________________________

During the school year Region 17 may produce, reproduce, broadcast or publish student names, photos and /or student work, including but not limited to:

· Written publications (e.g. Blueprints, Middletown Press)

· District website

· Teacher Website

· Exhibitions and displays, live published student websites

· Curricular resources 

· Fundraising projects

All printed and online documents are required to conform to school board policies.

If the parent/guardian of a student objects to the use of a student’s name, work, or image in published content, all reasonable efforts will be made to remove the material.

If parent/guardian or student wishes to rescind this permission, he or she may do so at any time with written notice.

Please note: Student work is defined as class work including any audio, and or video file produced by the student as well as content posted on online discussion forums (e.g., blogs, wikis).

Please sign and date below.

I grant permission to use the above student’s name, photo, and /or student work in the described manners above.

_______________________________________________________________________



Student’s signature                                                                                 Date

_______________________________________________________________________



Parent or Guardian’s signature                                                                Date

2015-2016 /Grades 9-12


